


“Boise, to put it mildly, has been on a roll. Government, education, and health care 
remain core industries, but dozens of high-tech startups have moved to town, 
joining behemoths like Hewlett-Packard and Micron Technology. And while its 
population has more than doubled in the past 30 years and jaded locals bemoan the 
sprawl, Boise has managed its growth impressively well: The city is home to nearly 
2,000 acres of parks and a 25-mile greenbelt.”

Outside Magazine, 2010 Best tOwn in the western u.s.:

Big ideas grow Here.
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Downtown Boise  - where modern urban amenities mix 
with small town charm. A place where passersby still greet 
strangers with a smile, and offer visitors recommendations 
on the best bites or patio spots. Where connectivity to 
commerce coexists with vibrant cultural experiences and 
access to efficient entertainment.

Because with a river literally running through it, and a trail 
system that starts steps off the sidewalk, the lunch ride, stroll 
or cast is within a pedal, pace or paddle from your office or 
urban home. The curb appeal encompasses locally-owned 
boutiques, diverse dining spots, arts and culture venues, 
corporate headquarters and havens for entrepreneurs. 
Because here it is not about how work and life balance, but 
how work and life integrate seamlessly. 

While Boise’s 150-years of urban history are evident on every 
block of our walkable core - business leaders, city dwellers 
and designers have an eye on the future. Downtown  is on 
the cusp of welcoming a gleaming new interactive creative 
center, hundreds of new housing units, a multi-modal 
center, expanded convention center and new corporate 
headquarters. 

Downtown Boise is where your big ideas grow. Don’t just 
take our word for it, take all of theirs:

1

#4 Best downtown in america
Livibility.com, October 2012

Lowest Business Costs in Pacific u.s.
KPMG’s Competitive Alternatives, 2012 
& 2014

#1 Best College Football Field
USA Today, October 2014

#3 Best river town in america
Outside Magazine, September 2012

#1 Best City to Move to in 2014
SML, March 2014

#1 region “getting it right”
Time Magazine, March 2014

#1 Best City for Kids
Livability, May 2014accolades

nATionAl

running list of these and others: bvep.org/facts/national-accolades.aspx
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Demographics

Population: 660,465 
(EMSI Estimate 2014)
Unemployment Rate: 4.4% (Sept 14)

Median Age: 34.2
Bachelors Degree or Higher: 19.5%
White Collar Workers: 36%
Blue Collar Workers: 63%

Median Hourly: $15.19
Mean Hourly: $19.74
Median Annual: $31,590
Mean Annual: $41,070
Source: www.bvepsites.org 
an application powered by GISPlanning

Boise Valley statistics: age 
distribution

household income
distribution

Age Total %

0-4 44,758 7.02

5-9 49,135 7.71

10-19 94,512 14.83

20-29 83,980 13.18

30-39 87,375 13.71

40-49 84,345 13.23

50-59 79,980 12.55

60-64 34,160 5.36

65+ 79,091 12.41

income Total %

<$10k 12,629 5.45

$10k-$20k 22,775 9.83

$20k-$30k 26,371 11.38

$30k-$40k 25,737 11.11

$40k-$50k 23,087 9.97

$50k-$60k 22,393 9.67

$60k-$75k 27,622 11.92

$75k-$100 29,808 12.87

>$100k 41,240 17.8

downtown By tHe numBers

LIVE & WORK
33,000+ People Work Downtown
82,784 People Live within 3 miles 
     of Downtown (ESRI 2014)

700+ Businesses in Downtown
300+ Retail and Service 
        (81% Locally Owned)

PARKING
10,500 Public Parking Spaces
First Hour Free in Public Parking
6 Covered Parking Garages
Monthly Parking Rates $100

TOURISM
692 Downtown Hotel Rooms
85,000 SF Convention Center
        (Current Expansion Underway)

ryan woodings
cHief geek, metageek

MetaGeek is a small, tight-knit team that for almost a decade 
has strived to create easy-to-use wireless troubleshooting tools. 
Company Founder and Chief Geek Ryan Woodings explains, “Boise 
is large enough to have quite a lot going on in arts, culture, and 
business while being small enough that I’m able to be an active 
member of the community and have an impact on its future.”  

downtown Boise 03
Headquarter Presence

“We could be based in a lot of 
different locations in the United 
States.  But we don’t need to be.  

We can position our company in a 
location because it works for our 
families, it works for our share-
holders, it works for our com-

munities.  We can do this because 
of technology.  We can do this 

because of the efficiency of our 
airport.” 

- Bill Whitacre
J.R. Simplot Companyready to JumP? 

The Simplot Foundation believes so much in the downtown, that 
they donated a $70 million urban arts center to its citizens.  In the 
fall of 2015, JUMP will open in downtown Boise and it will be unlike 
anything Boise has seen before.  There will be 52 historic tractors 
on display, a studio for dancers, a studio for creators, a studio for 
culinary artists, banquet and meeting space, an entrepreneurial 
think-tank, a recreational play space for children, and much more.  
Next door, the J.R. Simplot Company will also be constructing a 
brand new Global Headquarters Office.

Business downtown
#1 Lowest Cost of Doing 

Business in the Pacific U.S.
KPMG's Competitive 

Alternatives 2014 

5 th
5th Fastest Growing 
State in the nation 

(Census Bureau)overall business costs in the Boise 
Valley are nearly a third lower than 
in California and Washington.

one-tHird
1/3
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retail

dining out - downtown 
Something for everyone

From croquettes to cappuccinos, you’ll 
find a myriad of colorful dining options in 
Boise’s downtown. Relish restaurant menus 
sourced locally, gorge yourself at gourmet 
walk-up delis and indulge in rich authentic 
cuisine all within steps of one another.
 
With over 80 dining options in the core, 
Boise’s downtown dining scene is eclectic 
and inviting. One street boasts a collection 
of favorite Basque restaurants with street 
dancing and paella served on the plaza. 
The next street may feature stick-to-your-
ribs comfort food or surprising new ethnic 
fare. At Boise’s finest dining attractions, 
mixologists may serve you an original 
concoction to complement your northwest 
raised steak. Local owners of Boise’s 
downtown lunch spots don aprons to 
construct artisan sandwiches and squeeze 
fresh juices by hand. And, lest we forget, 
breakfast bistros and award-winning cafés 
are perched on nearly every corner.
 
If you’re an eater, a drinker or even just a 
socializer, Boise’s downtown dining scene 
has a favorite, or a few, for everyone.

microBrews, Vino, & distilleries
The Boise Valley is also an up-and-coming location for great 
microbreweries.  Idaho is the 3rd largest hop producer in the U.S. and 
Livability.com ranks Boise as #7 in the top 10 beer cities.

There are over 50 wineries in Idaho, and many of them can be 
savored from the 90+ dining options available within downtown.
Bodovino is a wine bar with 144 wines on tap.  Another local 
restaurant, Bardenay, is famous as the nation’s first restaurant 
distillery.  

enJoy these and other 
special events in downtown 
Boise throughout the year...

FIRST ThURSdAy
Stroll through the unique
shops and galleries
of downtown Boise
while enjoying in-store
entertainment and special
events • 5 to 9pm

ALIVE AFTER FIVE
Summer Concert Series
Eat, drink and listen to live
music • Wednesdays, June
through August • 5 to 8pm • Free

PUbLIc MARKETS
Fresh local produce, flowers,
specialty foods, artwork,
gifts and more every Saturday.

ANdERSEN bANdUccI
TWILIGhT cRITERIUM
Saturday July 11, 2015

dINE OUT RESTAURANT
WEEKENd TO WEEKENd
First week in November

chRISTMAS IN ThE cITy
Holiday Tree Lighting,
Dining, Shopping, City
Lights and City Santa
Thanksgiving to Christmas

Shopping for a vintage record, an engagement ring or even a bottle 
of two-buck-Chuck has never been easier than it is in downtown 
Boise.  

With more than 300 retail and service storefronts, Boise’s 
downtown offers quaint small town charm with boutiques and used 
bookstores while still boasting big city offerings including familiar 
name-brand retail, grocery and world-class galleries.  

No matter your search, look no further than Boise’s downtown.

downtown Boise

OVER 35 Nightclubs & bars in 
downtown boise to choose From!
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With a host of cultural amenities 
and opportunities, the Boise 
Valley has many resources 

and programs that lend to our 
unique setting.

Broadway in Boise

Ballet idaHo

Boise PHilHarmonic

idaHo anne frank Human 
rigHts memorial

music & art festiVals

idaHo sHakesPeare festiVal

art & culture

morrison center for 
Performing arts

Basque Heritage
2nd largest Basque population 
(a region between France & 
Spain) in N. America.

oPera idaHo

Boise art museum

06
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Within Downtown Boise, educational opportunities 
abound.  Boise State University sits right next to 
the river that runs through Downtown Boise and 
houses over 22,000 students.  

Other downtown education institutions include 
Concordia Law University, the University of Idaho 
Water Center, as well as close access to the other 
colleges and universities in the Boise Valley.

Boise state university 
Boise State University is the largest University in 
Idaho and has spent over $30 million annually on 
research in the past few years.  With 643 faculty 
members, over 22,000 students, and a choice 
of nearly 200 degrees and certificate programs, 
Boise State is more than just the Bronco Nation.

education 

05regional oVerView

k-12 education

If you’re looking for good schools, you’ll find 
them in the Boise Valley.  You’ll find exceptional 
opportunities for students of all ages, with 
nearly a dozen colleges and universities in the 
area, plus one K-12 school district ranked as 
one of the most successful and high-achieving 
school districts in the country (according to an 
Expansion Magazine study). 

Downtown learning for kids is made easy with 
programs like the Cabin (a writing program), 
the Discovery Center, as well as a host of 
museums and family friendly activities.

#1 best college Football Field
 U.S. News, October 2014

#1 Region Getting it Right 
Time Magazine, March 2014
“Idaho’s capital has become 

a techy boomtown with a 
thriving cultural scene.”

downtown
Art in the Park 
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic 
TreeFort Music Festival
Basque Celebrations
Float The Boise River
Explore Over 135 Miles of Trails
Bike Over 25 Miles of Greenbelt
     Paths
Boise State Football Games
Twilight Criterium
Idaho Steelheads

Ballet Idaho
Zoo Boise
Discovery Center
The Cabin Literary Center
Alive After Five Concert Series
Saturday Public Markets
Idaho Stampede Basketball
Opera Idaho
Catch Concerts, Visit Art Muse-
ums, Dining & More...

so mucH to do

With over 15,000 fans standing on the sidelines as professional 
cyclists speed through the heart of downtown, this event is an 
annual Downtown Boise favorite that typically takes place in July.

twiligHt criterium



one mile 
workstyle

95 Restaurants
35 Clothing Stores
Boise City Hall
Idaho State Capitol
Boise State University
Concordia Law Univeristy
Idaho State University
University of Idaho
Ann Morrison Park
Julia Davis Park
Boise River & Greenbelt
Whole Foods
Trader Joes
11 Bicycle & Recreation Shops
Egyptian Theatre
Edwards Cinemas
Idaho Dance Theatre
Basque Museum & Cultural 
    Center
Boise Art Museum
Discovery Center of Idaho
Idaho Black History Museum
Morrison Center for Performing 
    Arts
Opera Idaho
Zoo Boise
2 Regional Hospitals (within 5 miles)
The Flicks

Within 10 miles: 307,821 people.  
Of those, over 70% have some level 
of post-secondary education.

witHin a 1 mile radius
 of downtown Boise:

one mile radius
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downtown office & retail
The downtown business scene is home to more than 700 
businesses that range form major employers to entrepreneurs.  
There are also over 300 retail and service businesses, or which 
81% are locally owned.

2,761 Housing Units
2,251 Multi-Family units

REcENT dEVELOPMENT:
265 new residential units completed since 2007
356,235 New Office Square Footage since 2005
183,869 New Retail Square Footage since 2005
Idaho’s First LEED Platinum Office Building - Banner Bank 
     Building

OFFIcE & RETAIL
Downtown in 2013 has approximately 4,177,362 building square 
footage, with 330,501 direct vacant square footage
Class A vacancy is 10%
Average Asking Rate in Q1 2014 was: $17.05
Current retail vacancy rate is 8.3%

dOWNTOWN cONSTRUcTION PROjEcTS
Jack’s Urban Meeting Place (JUMP): 6 Story, 65,000 SF & $70 
    Million investment.  New Simplot HQ also under construction.
8th and Main Office Tower: 17 story, 253,000 SF, $76 Million 
     Investment
City Center Plaza & Underground Downtown Multimodal 
     Center: 206,000 sq ft retail and office building, $70 million 
     investment.
Owyhee Plaza: Renovation of hotel into downtown condos & 
     office space.

Top 10 cities to Earn 
coffee bragging 

Rights
Bustle | April 2014

With nearly 150 coffee shops, 
many of them artisanal enough 

to hang with the big boys in 
Portland and S.F., this quaint 

and unassuming-seeming city 
engages in “Treat. Yo. Self” 
- level indulgence when it 

comes to coffee.”
Walk a Mile in our Shoes

In Downtown Boise, you can move from pavement 
to single track within two miles.  You can experience 
a sophisticated business environment and a unique 
cultural class with a dynamic coffee and microbrewery 
scene.

Getting here is easy.  Located only 12 minutes from the 
Boise Airport (4.4 miles), Boise is served by six major 
airlines to 17 nonstop destinations including: Chicago, 
Denver, Houston, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
Oakland, Phoenix, Portland, Sacramento, Salt Lake City, 
San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose, Seattle & Spokane.

Once you get here, we encourage you to walk a mile 
in our shoes.  Where else can you go from flyfishing, to 
mountain biking trails, to the Capital, to a University, and 
to the center of business and commerce within a mile?

Over 18 Coffeeshop Options 
within Downtown Boise



incentives & Tax information

Boise offers several incentives for development, training 
and expansion.  The Workforce development Training 
Fund starts at $2,000/per new job (wages must be $12/hr+) 
and goes up depending on wage levels and will cover most 
types of training. The Tax Reimbursement Incentive can 
provide up to 30% for up to 15 years back on corporate 
income, payroll and sales taxes.  

The City of Boise works with CCDC, Boise’s urban renewal 
agency, to offset up-front costs for businesses in the 
downtown core and beyond.  The Downtown Occupancy 
Assistance program at the City also helps business owners 
to get required permits and inspections in order to open 
their business quickly.

let Us Help You Find Your Fit 

downtown boise Association

Kâren Sander
Executive Director
ksander@downtownboise.org
D: (208) 472-5250
C: (208) 850-7300
www.downtownboise.org

tHe lifestyle
The Boise Valley offers both 
enviable access to amazing 

recreational amenities as well as 
affordable housing.

ridge to riVers 
trail system 
130 miles of hiking trails 
and single track

Bogus Basin ski resort
Season pass cost:
$229/Adult   $59/Child

Fish for trout and steelhead on 
your lunchbreak 

Boise riVer

9 Golf Courses within 5 Miles 
of Downtown Boise

golf courses

Averaged cost of a home in 
2013 is 87% of the national 
average (ACCRA Cost of 
Living Index)

cost of Housing

25 miles of paths linking  
850 acres of parks

Boise greenBelt

A whitewater playground in 
the center of downtown 
providing surf for kayakers 
and paddle boarders

Boise wHitewater Park


